Minutes HT&S 251020

WEST MALLING PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE

HIGHWAYS, TRANSPORTATION & STREETLIGHTING COMMITTEE

HELD ON MONDAY 20™ OCTOBER 2025 7.30PM
AT 9 HIGH STREET WEST MALLING

Present: Clir Barkham

Clir Mann
Clir Margetts (Chair)
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25/291

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE - CliIr Bridgeland and Clir Stevens. Absent — Clir Thompson

25/292

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST — none [LA 2011 s31]

25/293

MINUTES - to receive and approve for signature the minutes of the meeting held on 16t June
2025 and to note the July, August and September updates.

Resolved: the minutes were agreed and signed as an accurate record of the meeting held
on 16" June 2025.

The July, August and September updates had been circulated to all members of the
committee and were noted.

25/294

MATTERS ARISING

25/92 — parking at West Malling train station — it was noted that the Clerk had recently
written to the owners of the car parks and was awaiting a reply. It was further noted that Helen
Grant MP has also raised concerns about the limited parking.

August update — it was noted that Clir Margetts met with Avante Care (care home on Lucks
Hill) and that unfortunately the company were unable to assist with funding the additional
streetlight on Swan Street.

25/295

PUBLIC SESSION — there were no members of the public present

25/296

STREETLIGHTING

296.1

Streetlight budget and Streetlights survey — to receive.

Noted

296.2

Updated streetlight inventory — this was noted by members.

Unmetered Supplies (UMS) — it was noted that Non-Half-Hourly (NHH) Unmetered Supplies
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(UMS) have migrated to Half-Hourly (HH) settlement arrangements. It was further noted that
the Clerk had forwarded the most up to date streetlight inventory to UMSO for their records.

296.3 Criminal damage - for members to note criminal damage to column 123, Stratford Road and
to note replacement costs in the sum of £455 + VAT to supply and fit SL6 LED lantern. To
agree a way forward.
It was resolved that the contractor be asked to replace the lantern from the current budget. It
was noted that replacements will be polycarbon. It was noted the Committee would potentially
need to request monies from reserves to fund any future repair work.
296.4 Additional streetlight on Swan Street — the clerk advised members that the TMBC planning
officer dealing with the planning application is due to return from extended leave at the end of
October. The Clerk has been advised that an update on the progress of the application will be
received at this point.
Noted
296.5 KCC streetlight adoption — for members to receive feasibility study update.
Clir Margetts reported that she had produced a draft feasibility study and suggested that the Clerk
study be considered by Ken Bonner (Streetlights) for his professional opinion. /I SM/
KB
Agreed.
25/297 | PARISH BUS STOP SHELTER GRANT 2025/2026
For members to receive email from KCC which outlines details of a grant for parishes for the
installation of a new or refurbishment of an existing bus shelter. To note that match funding
needs to be secured. Deadline 315t October.
It was resolved that the committee would not proceed with the grant application due to lack of
available match funding; it was further noted that the timeline was not achievable. The
installation of a bus shelter for this site has been included in the WMPC Parish Infrastructure
Statement (section 106 monies).
25/298 | BENCHES OUTSIDE 84 & 86 HIGH STREET
For members to note complaint received that the benches outside of 84 & 86 High Street do
not comply with the TMBC Conservation Area Appraisal.
It was resolved that no action would be taken at this point.
25/299 | ON STREET PARKING CHARGES
For members to receive email response from TMBC and to consider any further
representations.
It was noted that the TMBC officer had commented as follows:
One hour free parking / RingGo app:
There have not been a large number of complaints regarding the one hour free system. The
free hour period is not on the app as there is a convenience charge (10p) that is paid for by
the customer meaning that in fact the free period would have a cost.
Officer to establish if a prompt could be added to the app to highlight that you can get an hour
free from the Pay & Display Machines. Clerk to chase Clerk

The officer stated that the number of visitors taking up the free one hour has been increasing
over the past few months.

Police Station Road parking signage:

it was agreed that the Council would not request larger, more prominent parking signage.

It was noted that TMBC have not received complaints from residents regarding cars parking
on side roads to avoid the parking charges after 6pm. It was agreed that residents should, if
need be, report issues to TMBC.
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Mobile phone signal:
TMBC are unable to take any action that might improve signal. Improvements would be
welcomed by TMBC,

25/300 | PARISH INFRASTRUCTURE STATEMENT

For members to agree priority order for Highways matters. The following order was agreed:
Traffic calming — Norman Road, Swan Street, Town Hill and King Hill.

Public EV charging points — various locations.

Pavement safety improvements — various locations.

Installation of bus shelter — Teston Road / St Leonards Street.

Heritage Signs — various locations.

Town Hill entrance — roundabout at the northern end of Town Hill.

Cycle paths — connecting routes between West Malling, Kings Hill and the proposed
development at Broadwater.

8. A20 cycle path — A20 / London Road.

Nooghkhwbh=

25/301 | HIGHWAYS IMPROVEMENT PLAN

3011 Clir Margetts provided an update on the following:

Town Hill - Bollards have been replaced. ATC speed checks were scheduled to take place
in the Autumn; ClIr Margetts to request an update from KCC.

High Street zebra crossing — the white lines have now been refreshed.
School safety zone outside Offham Primary School — this is a trial scheme and therefore

we are awaiting the results of the review to see if this might be an option for Lucks Hill, More
park School.

301.2 Manor Park to St Leonards Tower — vehicles parking on the bend — committee request
that KCC consider the installation of double yellow lines as the area is not lit and parked
vehicles are not visible.

For members to consider the location of the double yellow lines in readiness for the
consultation.

It was agreed that subject to a further site visit the consultation would seek opinion on the
lines being from number 66 St Leonards Street up to next to 116 St Leonards Street, on one
side of the road only.

301.3 New matters

Handrail on the High Street / Kings Street steps — following a request, it was agreed that
this would be added to the HIP.

Need for a dropped kerb at number 66 St Leonards Street — Clir Barkham reported that a
mobility scooter user has reported being unable to cross at this point. It was agreed that a site
visit by Clir Margetts and Barkham would be undertaken.

301.4 Road Safety & Active Travel Group newsletter — received and noted.

25/302 | SPEEDWATCH

For members to receive an update.

Clir Margetts reported that a practical training session had been undertaken with the new
volunteers and Kent Police. Two sessions have now taken place, one on Town Hill and one
on Swan Street.

25/303 | NATIONAL HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORT SURVEY 2025-26
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For members to agree a response. Deadline 28" February 2026.

National Highways and Transport Survey 2025-26Let’s Talk Kent

It was agreed that members would complete the consultation as individuals with any
matters relevant to the parish to be considered at the December meeting.

25/304 | HIGHWAYS BUDGET 2026/27

Streetlights contractor — 5% increase was applied.
Draft budget to be considered further.

25/305 | HIGHWAYS / PAVEMENTS / DRAINAGE / SALT BINS

305.1 Update - Clir Margetts updated members on repairs / reported issues since the last meeting.
Ryarsh Lane — damage to the ragstone wall has been reported to KCC.

Other matters

305.2 Damaged salt bin in Lavenders Road — to be added to the KCC portal.

Clir Mann updated members on instances of fly tipping in Fartherwell Avenue.

Hospice in the Weald, stock on the pavement — Clerk to write to Head Office.

25/306 | FINANCE

306.1 Receipt was noted of year to date budget statement — see below

306.2 Accounts for payment — in the sum of £3063.85 were agreed - see below

25/307 | QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS

Clir Margetts reported on the recent flooding in Swan Street and Clir Barkham on the recent
flooding in St Leonards Street. In both instances the situation has been made worse by
leaves blocking the drains.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING — tbc

There being no further business the Chairman thanked members for attending and closed the
meeting at 9.29pm



https://letstalk.kent.gov.uk/nht-2025-26?utm_source=ehq_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ehq-National-Highways-and-Transport-Survey-for-202526&utm_campaign=website&utm_medium=email&utm_source=ehq
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Highways, Transportation and Stree Receipts Payments Current Balance
Code Title Bal. B/IFwd. Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget
50 Energy 7,000.00 2,642.27 4,357.73
51  Maintenance 5,118.67 2,466.30 2,652.37
52  Painting & Numbering ¢ 132.00 1,617.00 770.00 979.00
53 Repairs & Upgrades 7,000.00 5,511.75 1,488.25
54  Light Swan Street
56 Seasonal 600.00 600.00
57 Speedwatch Materials
124  planning application Fir
148  Additional Streetlights 5,762.00 5,762.00
166 Speedwatch 100.00 100.00
167 Signage - TMBC 6,289.15 6,289.15
168 Highways signage 5,000.00 5,000.00
169 Lighton Vets 1,165.00 1,165.00
171 Village Gateway
177 Buses 819.70 819.70
189 Crest Nicholson Compe 350.00 350.00
£19,617.85 21,335.67  £11,390.32 29,563.20
West Malling Parish Council
Accounts for Payment 20th October 2025 cheques to be
drawn
Viking (cheque 3023) 59.83 £ 71.80
(invoice 6447918 stationery) 11.97
Maidstone Signs Limited (single cheque 3024) 127.00 £ 152.40
(invoice 45719 - supply & fit of overlay stickers and production of new correx sign VAT 25.40
for Remembrance)
HSBC Invoice Finance (UK) Ltd (cheque 3025) 290.00 £ 348.00
(invoice P22460 - allotment skip) VAT 58.00
C&A Landscapes Ltd (cheque 3026) 1472.90 £ 1,767.48
(invoice CA40767 - Churchyard maintenance September x2 - mow & strim) VAT 294.58
ELM Header Account (cheque 3027) £ 328.13
Twitch Inn service charges 1st Nov 25 - 31st Jan 25
(invoice 162657 - estimated costs for water (£36.58) and insurance (£93.43)
electricity £198.12)
Sara Margetts (cheque 3028) £ 330.04
(reimbursement for walkie talkies)
Malling Memorial Institute (cheque 3029) £ 66.00
(invoice 38/25 room hire fees September)
Total £ 3,063.85



