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WEST MALLING PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE

HIGHWAYS, TRANSPORTATION & STREETLIGHTING COMMITTEE

HELD ON MONDAY 16™ JUNE 2025 7.30PM
AT 9 HIGH STREET WEST MALLING

Present: Clir Barkham

Clir Bridgeland

Clir Mann

ClIr Margetts (Chair)
Clir Stevens
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25/84

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE — Clir Dean. Absent — Clir Thompson

25/85

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST — none [LA 2011 s31]

25/86

ELECTION OF CHAIR

Clir Stevens proposed that Clir Margetts serve as Chair, seconded by Clir Mann. There being
no other nominations Cllr Margetts was duly elected. Unanimous

25/87

MINUTES - to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 24t April 2025.

Resolved: the minutes were agreed and signed as an accurate record of the meeting held
on 24t April 2025. [LA 1972 Sch 12. Para 41(1)]

The May update had been circulated to all members of the committee and was noted.

25/88

MATTERS ARISING

24/993 — Norman Road, roaming poultry — there having been no other reports, it was agreed
that this be monitored.

May update — the TMBC litter bin on the public footpath between Epsom Close and Norman
Road has been vandalised again. TMBC have advised that the bin will only be replaced one
more time. It was noted that the bin is in a new location as the previous site was deemed
unsuitable by TMBC.

25/89

PUBLIC SESSION — there were no members of the public present

25/90

STREETLIGHTING

90.1

Streetlight budget / costs for replacement column — for members to note the streetlight
budget to date and the anticipated costs for London Road column 7 replacement.
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Budget was noted.

Column 7 replacement column costs were noted:

UKPN - £3247.00

Column & transfer of lantern - £1232.50. Total - £4506.50.

It was resolved that work to column 7 and column 47 (cleaning of algae) be undertaken.

90.2 Criminal damage - for members to note criminal damage to streetlights in Alma Road and
Ewell Avenue. To note replacement costs in the sum of £910 + VAT to supply and fit 2 x SL6
LED lanterns. To consider making an insurance claim. To agree a way forward.

It was resolved that WMPC would make an insurance claim to cover the replacement costs
less the excess fee of £100.

Clerk to make enquiries of the streetlight contractor about shatterproof material for lanterns. Clerk

90.3 Streetlights contract fee - for members to note the 4% increase in the Streetlights
maintenance contract fee and to further note that this falls within the HTS budget set in
January.

Noted

90.4 Additional streetlight Swan Street — for members to receive an update.

The Clerk advised that the planning officer had requested additional information, namely the
proposed luminance level of the lamp in cdm2. This request had been passed to Streetlights
and an answer submitted to TMBC.

Clerk to speak with Avante Care regarding potential funding stream. Clerk

90.5 KCC streetlight adoption — for members to receive feasibility study update.
Clerk
Clir Margetts reported that this had not yet been progressed. Clerk and Clir Margetts to action | / SM

25/91 REQUEST FOR THE INSTALLATION OF A BUS SHELTER

Further to the April meeting at which the installation of a bus shelter at the junction of Teston
Road / St Leonards Street was discussed, for members to receive an update from KCC and
Nu Venture. To agree a way forward.

It was noted that Nu Venture and KCC were unable to provide passenger numbers for this
stop.

It was further noted that KCC will soon announce a bus shelter grant scheme for rural areas,
designed to help Parish Councils cover up to 50% of the cost of a bus shelter. The grant can
offer up to £4,000 for a new or replacement shelter, and up to £2,500 for a refurbishment.
Successful projects will need to be led by the Parish Council, with Kent County Council
providing support on technical aspects such as shelter design and location. However, any
groundwork required for installation will remain the Parish Council’s responsibility.

It was resolved that no further action be taken until the KCC grant application is opened.

25/92 WEST MALLING TRAIN STATION

Parking - for members to note concerns about the availability of parking spaces and
implications of demand from recent and future developments. To agree a way forward

It was noted that the situation was at its worst Tuesday to Thursday. There was a general
discussion regarding land ownership and the need to establish future plans for car parking,
including the installation of EV charging points.

The need to improve bus services to and from the station was also noted and that developer’s
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should be asked to provide support for local bus services when planning applications are
submitted / agreed.

It was resolved that the car park owners be written to so as to ascertain if there are any
discussions about enlarging the present capacity or if they can see a way to alleviate the
issue.

SM/
Clerk

25/93

ON STREET PARKING CHARGES

For members to receive feedback from residents and businesses following the implementation
of charges and to agree any representations to be made to TMBC.

The following issues have been raised by residents and the chamber of commerce:

e Visitors are unaware of the free one hour parking; the free hour can only be obtained
by taking a ticket from the machine and not via Ringo.

e Poor signal in the town making Ringo difficult / impossible to use.

e On occasions the coins are not accepted by the machines.

e Visitors are parking in the side streets from 6pm when the resident permit ceases, the
suggestion is that the resident and on street parking schemes should finish at the
same time.

¢ Ryarsh Lane car park — complaints have been received regarding the four hour
restriction at the weekends. It is understood that the four hour period is being
extended to five hours.

It was resolved that a letter be sent to TMBC advising them of the issues raised by residents
and businesses. Clarification to be sought from TMBC on extending the four hour limit in the
Ryarsh Lane car park.

SM/
Clerk

25/94

PARISH INFRASTRUCTURE STATEMENT

For members to agree priority order for Highways matters.

Due to time constraints it was agreed that Cllir Margetts would suggest a priority order and
send to all members for consideration via email. To be ratified or discussed further at the next
meeting

SM

25/95

HIGHWAYS IMPROVEMENT PLAN

95.1

St Leonards Street parking — for to receive email from Nu Venture regarding parking on St
Leonards Street.

Email noted

95.2

Meeting with KCC officer — Clir Margetts reported on the meeting held with the KCC officer
on 12t June, ClIr Margetts, Clir Dean and Clerk were in attendance.

It was noted that the HIP is to be rolled out in a new format over the coming weeks. Updates
from the meeting were discussed as below.

95.3

King Hill — committee request that there be a reduction in the speed limit from 40mph -
30mph and committee request that the ATC be undertaken again due to the recent road
resurfacing.

The KCC officer agreed that the ATC data be cross referenced with the up to date HADMs
and Compass data. If the comparisons show an increase in speed on this stretch a further
ATC will be undertaken.

The request to reduce the speed form a 40mph to a 30mph was reiterated. The officer has
advised that houses are set too far back for an automatic 30mph.

95.4

Manor Park to St Leonards Tower — vehicles parking on the bend — committee request
that KCC consider the installation of double yellow lines as the area is not lit and parked
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vehicles are not visible.

For members to consider if the pre-consultation engagement should be undertaken by WMPC
or by Clir Dean as a County Councillor and to agree the exact location of the proposed double
yellow lines.

It was RESOLVED that Clir Dean be asked to undertake the pre-consultation engagement as
a County Councillor. Pre-consultation engagement guidance within the HIP pack to be used.

The location of the double yellow lines for consultation purposes was provisionally agreed,
from number 132 St Leonards Street to the entrance of Manor Park, this will be discussed with
the KCC officer prior to the pre-consultation.

Nu Venture will be informed of the consultation.

95.5

Town Hill - committee recommendation that this stretch of road be assessed for safety
reasons following a recent RTA.

The KCC officer has confirmed that ATC speed checks will take place in the Autumn.

95.6

The Wright Event at Ashtree Farm - ‘no right turn’ exit onto Teston Road. (not on
WMPC HIP)

The KCC officer confirmed that the ‘no right turn; signage on private land was not enforceable.
Clir Dean offered to make enquiries of the owner of the field opposite to see if they are happy
to have a concealed entrance sign attached to their hedgerow.

TD

95.7

High Street zebra crossing — the KCC officer will speak with the maintenance team
regarding the refreshing of the markings. Officer to ascertain the timings of the most recent
incident on the crossing.

95.8

Road Safety & Active Travel Group newsletter — received and noted.

25/96

SPEEDWATCH

For members to receive an update.
Clir Margetts reported that King Hill has been accepted as a Speedwatch site.

Awaiting a date from Kent Police for on-site training.

25/97

HIGHWAYS / PAVEMENTS / DRAINAGE / SALT BINS

97.1

97.2

Update

Clir Margetts updated members on repairs / reported issues since the last meeting.

Water Lane — KCC have confirmed that a quote is being sought for patching works to be
undertaken, the work is not confirmed..

Town Hill - the four missing bollard on the buildouts on Town Hill are to be replaced; priority
signs cannot be added as this is not an official priority system.

Other matters

Councillor Stevens raised concerns about the drainage systems being unable to cope with
heavy rain and drains are often blocked in Sandown Road / Fartherwell Avenue.

9.30pm - at this point in the meeting, Standing Orders were suspended to allow the meeting
to continue past 9.30 (this being 2 hours after the meeting had begun).

25/98

FINANCE




Minutes HT&S 250616 Page 5 of 7

98.1 Receipt was noted of year to date budget statement — see below

98.2 Accounts for payment — in the sum of £5494.95 were agreed. See below

25/99 QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS

Clir Bridgeland noted that the bus shelter still had a pane of glass missing following an alleged | Clerk
incident of vandalism. Clerk to speak with TMBC.

Clir Mann - rubber strips on Offham Road, near number 139 were discussed. The Clerk
confirmed that she had not been advised why these had been laid.

Clir Margetts - the 20mph speed banner has been relocated to the Church railings, this is at
the request of the PPC.

Clir Margetts has queried with KCC why three areas of grass verges were cut during no mow
May and was advised that both KCC and TMBC did not participate in the scheme this year. It
was suggested that the request to not mow in future be added to the KCC portal which Clir
Margetts has actioned.

Clir Margetts confirmed that the West Malling School approach road markings have now been
completed.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING — tbc

There being no further business the Chairman thanked members for attending and closed the
meeting at 9.38pm




Minutes HT&S 250616 Page 6 of 7

West Malling Parish Council

16 June 2025 (2025-2026)
Summary of Receipts and Payments
Cost Centre 6

Highways, Transportation ¢ Receipts Payments Net Position
Code Title Budgeted Actual Variance Budgeted Actual Variance +/- Under/over spend
50 Energy 7,000.00 528.72 6,471.28 6,471.28 '(92%)
51 Maintenance 5,118.67 1,233.15 3,885.52 3,885.52 '(75%)
52 Painting & Numbering of Columi 1,617.00 385.00 1,232.00 1,232.00 '(76%)
53 Repairs & Upgrades 7,000.00 1,947.75 5,052.25 5,052.25 '(72%)
54 Light Swan Street (N/A)
56 Seasonal 600.00 600.00 600.00 '(100%)
57 Speedwatch Materials (N/A)
124 planning application Finger post (N/A)
148 Additional Streetlights (N/A)
166 Speedwatch (N/A)
167 Signage - TMBC (N/A)
168 Highways signage (N/A)
169 Lighton Vets (N/A)
171 Village Gateway (N/A)
177 Buses (N/A)
189 Crest Nicholson Compensation (N/A)

SUB TOTAL 21,335.67 4,094.62 17,241.05 17,241.05 '(80%)
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West Malling Parish Council

Accounts for Payment 16th June 2025

Kent County Council (Laser) (single cheque 2941)
(Electricty supply period April at 5% VAT)

Kent County Council (Laser)
(Electricty supply period April at 20% VAT)

C&A Landscapes Ltd (cheque 2942)
(invoice CA40183 - Churchyard maintenance May x2 - mow & strim )

Capel Groundcare Ltd (cheque 2943)
(invoice S1252654 - staples, Land West of AC and village green strim X2 May)

May Harris Multi Services Ltd (cheque 2944)
(invoice MHC/33273 - King Street toilets, cleaning services for May incl.
Bank Holiday cover)

GKW Wrought Iron Ltd (cheque 2945)
(invoice 12572 deposit payable for allotment fence repair work)

Roth Creative (single cheque 2946)
(invoice 3862 Great Big Green Week poster design and stock image purchase )

(invoice 3865 Neighbourhood Plan poster design
Isle Landscapers Ltd (cheque 2947)
(invoice 6520 play area, playing field maintenance May)

Castle Water (cheque 2948)
(invoice 10006690561 - water use at allotments 1/5/25 - 31/5/25)

Cheque 2949 spoilt

Mrs C Christmas (cheque 2950)
(reimbursement for Weebly pro Site renewal fees)

VAT

VAT

VAT

VAT

VAT

VAT

VAT

VAT

TOTAL
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cheques to be
drawn

17.31
0.87

™

18.18

450.96 £ 541.15

90.19

1879.75
375.95

™

2,255.70
286.12 £ 343.34
57.22

613.66 £ 736.39
122.73

297.50 £ 357.00
59.50

100.00 £ 120.00
20.00

75.00 £ 90.00
15.00

633.13 £ 759.76
126.63

£ 163.60
£ 109.83
£ 5,494.95



