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WEST MALLING PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE

HIGHWAYS, TRANSPORTATION & STREETLIGHTING COMMITTEE

HELD ON 17™ JUNE 2024 7.30PM
AT 9 HIGH STREET WEST MALLING

Present: Cllr Barkham

Clir Bridgeland

Cllr Mann

ClIr Margetts (Chair)
Cllr Stevens
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24/376 | APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE — none
24/377 | DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST — none [LA 2011 s31]
24/378 | ELECTION OF CHAIR
ClIr Stevens proposed that Cllr Margetts serve as Chair; this was seconded by Clir Mann and
agreed unanimously.
There being no other nominations, it was resolved that Clir Margetts be appointed as Chair of
the Highways Committee.
24/379 | MINUTES - to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 3 April
Resolved: the minutes were agreed and signed as an accurate record of the meeting held
on 3 April. [LA 1972 Sch 12. Para 41(1)]
24/380 | MATTERS ARISING —
24/216 - request for Traffic Regulation Order on the A20 — the Clerk advised that she is
waiting to hear back from KCC regarding how to progress a request for a TRO and that there
has been a suggestion that this could be added to the parish HIP. As the area technically falls
within the parish of Ryarsh it was agreed that this should not be added to the WMPC HIP.
24/381 | PUBLIC SESSION - there were no members of the public present.
24/382 | HIGHWAYS, TRANSPORT & STREETLIGHTING COMMITTEE TERMS OF REFERENCE

Members to review Terms of Reference — see Section 4.5 (b) of Standing Orders.

Resolved: it was agreed that reference to ‘Tonbridge & Malling Highways Partnership Unit’ be
deleted as this is no longer in existence and that the Joint Transportation Board be added.
Wording to be considered further by the Document Review Group and then referred to Full
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Council for adoption. Draft wording as follows:

Highways, Transportation & Streetlighting Committee — which will liaise with Tonbridge &
Malling Borough Council and Kent County Council as Highway Authority or their appointed
agent, on the need for, or details of, any highway or public transport issues within or affecting
the Parish; representations will be made via both Borough and County Councillors to the Joint
Transportation Board. The committee will deal with the maintenance and improvement of the
Parish Council's streetlighting equipment in liaison with the above bodies.

24/383 | STREETLIGHTING

383.1 Column 86 Offham Road — it was noted that insurance monies in the sum of £1195 have
been received, 100 excess paid. Vandalised lantern replaced.

383.2 Column 59 Police Station Road — the Clerk reported that she is still waiting for KCC to
provide a cost for their emergency call out fees. WMPC to be reimbursed by the developer
directly.

383.3 Streetlights survey — members were in receipt of the survey undertaken in February 2024.
On the advice of Streetlights, work which should be completed in this current financial year is
as follows:

Column 58 — Police Station Road — replacement lantern - £1377.50
Column 63 — Frog Lane — column to be returned to vertical and secured - £575.

The above work is in addition to column 23 King Street which is a replacement lantern at a
cost of £1295.00. Clerk to speak with homeowner.

Other (non-urgent) works as per the report total £3357.50.

Resolved: it was agreed that works on columns 58,63 and 23 be undertaken using the 24/25
budget (total £3247.50) and that non-essential work should be funded from reserves.

It was noted that the committee will at a future date require some funding from reserves to
cover costs for the additional light in Swan Street — these costs are to be confirmed but will
exceed the £5,762.00 safeguarded figure.

Column 23 to be funded from 24/25 repairs/upgrades budget.

383.4 Swan Street additional light — the Clerk advised that a planning application is to be
submitted to TMBC and that UKPN/Streetlights quotes are being updated.

24/384 | HIGHWAYS IMPROVEMENT PLAN

384.1 Updated Highways Improvement Plan Pack — members were in receipt of the 2024 pack.

384.2 Installation of a handrail on the steps on the raised footpath in Ryarsh Lane — it was
noted that the handrail had now been installed (KCC funded). The non-slip strips which have
been removed (not by KCC) will not be replaced and it is hoped that KCC will fill the holes
caused by the removal of the strips.

384.3 Wooden bollards at the Church end of the High Street — it was noted that additional
reflector discs had now been added to the wooden bollards.

Members to give consideration to any new matters that could be added to the HIP —to be
considered further at the October meeting.

24/385 | ABOARDS & STREET/SHOP CLUTTER

A boards — there was a general discussion regarding the number of A boards in the town and | Clerk
how they restrict access, in particular for those in wheelchairs/mobility scooters. In some
instances the boards restrict the opening of car doors. Clerk to speak again with KCC
regarding those boards which are still not sited correctly and members to consider undertaking
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an assessment of how the boards impact those using a wheelchair or mobility scooter.

Shop clutter — Clerk to speak again with TMBC waste services regarding stock being left
outside of the charity shop in Swan Street; this combined with the A board (sited correctly) is
continuing to restrict access.

Clerk

24/386

CORRESPONDENCE FROM RESIDENTS

386.1

King Hill speeding complaints — email trail was noted regarding the speed of traffic on King
Hill, in particular from 44 King Hill to the junction with Lancaster Park. Clerk to continue to
request regular speed data from KCC. The Committee is of the opinion that the speed limit
should be reduced from 40mph to 30mph — to discuss further with KCC. Possibly an item for
the WMPC Highways Improvement Plan

386.2

St Leonards Street — email trail was noted regarding the parking on and between the blind
bends and the potential re-instatement of double yellow lines. ClIr Margetts has emailed the
HIP officer to ask if the re-instatement of the lines can be added to the WMPC Highway
Improvement Plan.

24/387

BUS SERVICES

387.1

Revised Nu-Venture timetable (services 58 & 70) was received and noted; the revised
timetable includes changes to both timings and route. Members expressed concern that the
parishes had not been notified of the impending changes and that the changes could result in
a decrease in passenger numbers.

Resolved: it was agreed that the Clerk would write to Mike Taylor (Borough Green Parish
Council) to advise that councillors are concerned about the lack of consultation with alliance
parishes as well as the short notice period of the changes coming into effect; councillors are of
the opinion that reasons for the changes should have been provided to alliance parishes and
ask if the changes might be reversed if passenger figures start to fall.

Clerk/
SM

387.2

Bus stops - resident comments regarding the poor bus stop markings were noted.
Consideration to be given to the markings being refreshed, possibly via the WMPC Highways
Improvement Plan.

Subsequent to the meeting, KCC advised that the refresh of the markings should in the first
instance be added to the KCC faults portal.

24/388

SPEEDWATCH

Email received from Kent Police was noted. It was agreed that the Speedwatch group remain
listed but inactive until volunteers, including somebody prepared to run the group, come
forward.

It was noted that when Kent Police refer to speed enforcement in West Malling this actually
relates to enforcement on the by-pass and not the town itself.

Members discussed the possibility of having Speed Indicator Devices (SID’s) in the town,
potentially something that can be added to the HIP.

24/389

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE MEETING/NOTICEBOARDS

It was noted that at a recent meeting of the Chamber of Commerce there was a discussion
regarding the installation of a new noticeboard.

Members discussed the safeguarded figure which has been assigned for fingerposts and
noticeboards. It was agreed to await the outcome of the next chamber meeting.

24/390

HIGHWAYS / PAVEMENTS / DRAINAGE / SALT BINS
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Clir Margetts updated members on repairs undertaken since the last meeting.
Clir Barkham commented on the deterioration of the King Hill Road surface. It was noted that
this stretch now forms part of the area’s forward planning maintenance schedule (KCC 3-5
years Forward Works Programme); the Council understands that some potholes are being
filled on an ad hoc basis. Potholes/damage to the road to be reported on the KCC faults
portal.
24/391 | FINANCE
391.1 Receipt was noted of year to date budget statement — see below
391.2 Accounts for payment in the sum of £3845.12 were agreed.
24/392 | QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS - none
DATE OF NEXT MEETING — 215t October 2024
There being no further business the Chairman thanked members for attending and closed the
meeting at 9.47
Signed.......coooiiiiii
Date.....oooviiiiiii
Highways, Transportation and Stree Receipts Payments Current Balance
Code Title Bal. B/Fwd. Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget
50 Energy 10,000.00 10,000.00
51 Maintenance 4,874.92 1,218.73 3,656.19
52 Painting & Numbering ¢ 1,540.00 352.00 1,188.00
53 Repairs & Upgrades 1,195.00 5,000.00 1,377.50 3,705.00
54  Light Swan Street
55 One Off Repairs
56 Seasonal 200.00 200.00
57 Speedwatch Materials
124  planning application Fir
127 Advertising
148 Additional Streetlights 5,762.00 5,762.00
166 Speedwatch 100.00 100.00
167 Signage - TMBC 6,289.15 6,289.15
168 Highways signage 5,000.00 5,000.00
169 Lighton Vets 1,165.00 1,165.00
171 Village Gateway
177 Buses 1,311.49 1,311.49
189 Crest Nicholson Compe 350.00 350.00
£18,316.15 £1,54500 2292641  £2,948.23 39,839.33
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West Malling Parish Council

Accounts for Payment 17th June 2024

M Stacpoole (cheque 2737)
(reimbursement for hire fees for 4 Gazebos for GBGW event)

West Malling Chamber of Commerce (cheque 2738)
(Chamber of Commerce membership 24/25)

Specialist Hygiene Services Ltd (cheque 2739)
(invoice 46341- King Street toilet cleaning costs for May) VAT

Castle Water (cheque 2740)
(allotment water charges 1/5/24 - 31/5/24)

Castle Water (cheque 2741)
King Street toilets water charges 14/2/24-31/5/24) VAT

Mrs C Christmas (cheque 2742)
(reimbursement for Weebly pro Site renewal fees)

Kent County Council (Laser) (single cheque 2743)
(Electricty supply period March at 5% VAT) VAT

Kent County Council (Laser)
(Electricty supply period March at 20% VAT) VAT

Kent County Council (Laser)
(Electricty supply period April at 5% VAT) VAT

Kent County Council (Laser)
(Electricty supply period April at 20% VAT) VAT

Kent County Council (Laser) (single cheque )
(Electricty supply period May at 5% VAT) VAT

Kent County Council (Laser)
(Electricty supply period May at 20% VAT) VAT

Adjusted invoices:

Kent County Council (Laser)

Electricity supply period November 23 at 5% VAT)
Credit note of -18.42)

Kent County Council (Laser)
Electricity supply period January 24 at 5% VAT)
Credit note of -19.32)

TOTAL

554.07
110.81

569.43
113.89

34.55
1.73

630.59
126.12

17.18
0.86

571.22
114.24

17.45
0.87

536.39
107.28

17.43
0.92

17.9
0.94
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cheques to be

drawn
80.00
50.00
£ 664.88
£ 55.03
£ 683.32
£ 116.22
£ 36.28
£ 756.71
£ 18.04
£ 685.46
£ 18.32
£ 643.67
18.35
18.84
3,845.12



